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FROM THE DECREE OF PEACE TO
THE ARMISTICE

IN the problem of peace the Bolsheviks faced a crucial
test. As it had been a vital issue in the struggle against the
Provisional Government, so now it was a vital issue in the
activity of the Soviet regime. The great masses of the
people yearned for peace, yet this was not a simple problem.
Peace had to be considered in relation to the Revolution,
and its negotiation had to be in accord with the new
revolutionary policy. First, however, it was necessary to
abandon the former policy of the Provisional Government
of attempting through diplomatic channels to influence
the Entente Powers. That policy had collapsed, and
collapsed miserably. Vigorous action for a general peace
was demanded by circumstances.

The Bolshevik Party had never included a separate
peace in its platform. It was in fact completely outside
the scope of the party programme, which declared for
a general European peace based upon the dictatorship of
the proletariat. The party had, however, from the very
first, advocated an immediate peace on the lines of the
Manifesto issued by the Petrograd Soviet on March 27-1

This had ever been uppermost in Lenin's mind during
his weeks of exile between the abortive rising of July and
the coup d'etat of November. In his instructions to his
followers, written from his hiding-place, he stressed the need
for peace. " It is precisely in the war against the Germans

1 See above, p. 29.
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